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bans of those who might have forgotten to un-
cover their heads, presented altogether a scene
of such confusion, that, added to the risk of
suffocation in so impure, an atmosphere, it
drove us out rapidly to make x*oom for others.
In reviewing again the different chapels in
which the various worship of the Latins, Greeks,
Armenians, Copts, and Abyssinians, was all
going on at once, and that too in every diversity
of manner, nothing was more striking than the
religious pride of the worshippers of each sect,
which made them cast down a look of contempt
on those of the others, as men irretrievably lost
in error, though we ourselves, who belonged
professedly to none, were for that reason treated
with respect by all.
From a number of lesser incidents which
passed under our own eyes, we could perfectly
believe and understand what Maundrell had
said of the church here, in his. day, and which
remains unaltered to the present. *
The same traveller's description of the cere-
* That which has always been the great prize contended
for by the several sects, is, the command and appropriation of
the Holy Sepulchre ; a privilege contested with so much un-
christian fury and animosity, especially between the Greeks
and Latins, that, in disputing which party should go into it
to celebrate their, mass, they have sometimes proceeded to
blows and wounds, even at the very door of the sepulchre^
mingling their own Mood with their sacrifices : an evidence of
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